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Shanks to help Glasgow Airport reduce waste collections by 75%  
 

 Proprietary “EcoCassette” technology to improve sustainability, reduce visual 

pollution, lower carbon emissions and increase waste security 

 Waste collections to be reduced by 75% 

 Glasgow Airport first in UK to adopt innovative approach to waste management 

 Achieves the Airport’s recycling target ahead of new waste regulations. 

 
Leading international sustainable waste management business, Shanks Group plc (“Shanks”), 
is pleased to announce that it has signed a five year contract with Glasgow Airport to help it 
reduce waste collections by 75% with EcoCassette compactors, proprietary Shanks 
technology. 
 
Under the contract, Shanks will replace Glasgow Airport’s existing waste containers with 
EcoCassette’ smart drum compactors, each of which can hold the equivalent of 15 large 
mobile bins. Designed and developed by EcoVision, Shanks’ subsidiary in the Netherlands, 
the compactors are swipe card operated to enable shared access. Fitted with GPRS enabled 
sensors to monitor fill-rate, the transport depot is automatically notified when the compactors 
are full.  
 
The traditional bin lorry will be replaced with a modern crane-mounted vehicle which can 
collect four EcoCassettes per visit, each with a different source-segregated waste stream. The 
increase in the number of waste streams per visit, coupled with the fact that only full 
compactors are collected, will mean that Airport collections are reduced by up to 75%. As a 
result, CO2 emissions will significantly reduce and the passenger experience of the Airport will 
be improved. 
 

Shanks is seeing significant interest in EcoCassette technology as customers seek to find 

innovative, cleaner and more cost effective ways of managing waste. The Shanks solution 

increases operational efficiency by enabling shared access, and the underground compactors 

mean fewer waste receptacles on the street.  

 

Shanks has already installed 700 of the underground compactors in Amsterdam. Glasgow 

Airport will be the first customer in the UK to deploy this innovative waste technology.   

 

Peter Eglinton, Shanks UK Managing Director, comments:  “We are delighted to have been 

awarded this new five year contract with Glasgow Airport, which is a clear endorsement of our 

sustainable approach to making more from waste. By using our affordable proprietary 



 

EcoCassette compactors we will greatly improve on site operations while increasing landfill 

diversion and reducing carbon emissions.” 

 

Gillies Crichton, Head of Assurance at Glasgow Airport, said: “At Glasgow Airport, we have 

set ambitious sustainability targets and are committed to reducing the environmental impact of 

our business. Developing a sustainable and cost effective approach to waste management is 

a clear priority and Shanks’ solution enables us to do this whilst also reducing carbon 

emissions and controlling costs.” 
 
For further information: 
 
College Hill +44 (0)20 7457 2020 
Mike Davies  
Helen Tarbet  
Kim Peters  
 
 
Notes to editors 
 
Shanks Group plc is a leading international sustainable waste management business with 
operations in the Netherlands, Belgium, United Kingdom and Canada. 
For more information visit www.shanksplc.com  

 

 

Notes to editors 

 

 Glasgow Airport handles over 7 million passengers a year, making it one of the UK’s 
busiest airports. Glasgow will host the Commonwealth Games in 2014, with athletes, 
officials and visitors from 71 Commonwealth Games Federation member countries 
expected to swell visitor numbers to the City. 

 The Eco-cassette is not emptied on site but is exchanged for a washed and empty 

container avoiding any spillage or litter - a major benefit for Glasgow Airport.  

 The zero waste to landfill solution will involve extensive recycling, including food waste 

being processed at Shanks’ anaerobic digestion plant in Cumbernauld, where it will be 

turned in to biogas for renewable energy and converted in to a nutrient-rich soil 

conditioner. The residual waste will be processed locally at Shanks’ facility in Glasgow 

where it will be turned into refuse derived fuel (“RDF”), a fossil-fuel alternative 

 For more information on Eco-cassettes, visit:  

http://www.icova.nl/web/welcome-by-EcoVision/Products/EcoCassette.htm 
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